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PREPARATION OF WET MOUNT SLIDE
Wet Mount:
Used for aquatic samples, living organisms and natural observations, wet mounts suspend specimens in fluids such as water, brine, glycerine and immersion oil. A wet mount requires a liquid, tweezers, pipette and paper towels.
To prepare the slide:
· Place a drop of fluid in the centre of the slide
· Position sample on liquid, using tweezers
· At an angle, place one side of the cover slip against the slide making contact with outer edge of the liquid drop
· Lower the cover slowly, avoiding air bubbles
· Remove excess water with the paper towel
Although wet mounts can be used to prepare a significantly wide range of microscope slides, they provide a transitory window as the liquid will dehydrate and living specimens will die.
Organisms such as protozoa may only live 30 minutes under a wet mount slide; applying petroleum jelly to the outer edges of the cover slip creates a seal that may extend the life of the slide up to a few days.
In addition, larger protozoan such as paramecium may be too large and/or move too quickly under the wet mount.
In these circumstances, adding ground pieces of cover glass to the water before the slip layer will create added space and chemicals or strands of cotton can be added to slow the movement of paramecium, amoeba and ciliates.

MICROSCOPE SAFETY 
Handle with care
Keep covered
Every time you use or clean the microscope be sure to cover the kit to prevent dust and other contaminants from reaching the apparatus. If you cannot find your cover, order a new one from the manufacturer or find a suitable substitute, such as a large plastic bag.
Store safely
Keep the microscope in a draft-free, dry place, where it won’t get bumped, pushed, wet and where things will not fall on it. Make sure the microscope is level to the table/bench.


Keep area clean
· Keep the area clean, organized and ready to use for the next person, even if that’s you: throw away used lens paper/wipes, cover any bottles, wipe the counter clean and place essential items within easy reach for the user.
· Keep the stage clean with lens paper to remove dust and particles, you can use a little alcohol to remove oil and other dirt if needed.
· A small soft brush or canned air can be used to dust off the microscope – use carefully.
· Do not prepare or stain samples next to the microscope.

Keep the lenses clean
· Clean off the oil immersion lenses with lens paper after each use. This should be done routinely after every use with no exception because oil gets sticky and attracts dust and dirt. Some labs may use a solvent to remove oil, others use a bit of alcohol, but always use manufacturers recommendations.
· Only use lens wipes/lens paper. Do not use a tissue, paper towel or any other types of wipes – they will scratch the lens.
· Don’t forget to clean the ocular lens in the eyepiece, it can become dirty from eyelashes, makeup and fingers. The objective lenses will also need to be cleaned periodically, again follow the microscope manual or have it done by a professional.

Take care of bulbs
· Turn the microscope off after use. Do not keep the light on all day as this will shorten the bulb’s life.
· Always have extra bulbs handy, not just one but at least two. You don’t want to turn on the microscope to look at your oh-so-important cells only to find a blown bulb, you then try the new bulb and it’s bad, ugh. Believe me, it can happen.



